Diabetic autonomic neuropathy after pancreas and kidney transplantation.
We have evaluated the effect of successful pancreatic and kidney transplantation on autonomic neuropathy in nine Type 1 (insulin-dependent) diabetic subjects. Cardiovascular reflex tests were performed before and at 6-24 months after transplantation. A control group of ten Type 1 diabetic patients after kidney grafting only was examined at the same time periods. For base-line comparisons results of the tests in ten healthy subjects were used. Advanced autonomic neuropathy was present in both groups of transplant recipients and no significant changes in test results could be found at post-transplant evaluation. Lack of autonomic nerve function improvement was confirmed in seven patients of the pancreatic and kidney transplantation group who were examined again after 2-4 years. Irreversible structural autonomic nerve damage is probably present in uraemic pancreatic transplantation candidates.